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Job description:write all

kinds of things scripts,lyrics,

ad copy, essays,magazinearti-

cles,book reviews, novels,

books but what I'm best

known forare children'sbooks,

especiallythe storiesabout

Beralethe Snail.

Aliya:From New York, 1968

How did you get into

this? I'd been writer in

New York, and started here as

an Englishteacher. We

moved away from the school

where I'd been teachingand

decided to get back into

writing.put together

resume, and as luck would

have it,sent it to all Israeli

publishersjustat the time

theywere preparingtheir

Hebrew books for the Frank-

furt Book Fair.They needed

Englishsynopses written, so

went from that to editing

and then writingmyself.One

thingled to another.

BeraleWhere did the

books originate?had three

littlesons who'd come home

with snailsin theirpockets.

Then there was nursery song

alxwt snail,"Littlesnail,little

snail,come out." The idea

grabbedme. wrote the first

book in ,4891then decided I'd

be more likelyto getpublished

if had more than one book, so

wrote two more. Keter agreed

to publishthem

Firstjob?At ,41as summer

clerkat Wall Streetfirm.

Worst job?Maybeteaching

in the south Bronx. Itwas

tough,but can'tsay didn't

likeit.Once see the paycheck,

I'm okay.

High moment? When I'm

signingbooks and an older kid

comes by,grinning,"Oh

remember this!"That'sfun.

love doingstoryhour at my

grandchildren'sschools,too. To

littlekids,an "author" is very

abstractidea.Mostlytheyknow

that authors are dead. Verylit-

tie kids can't understand why

don't look like snail.IfI'm

not snail,how can write

books about them?

Low moment? When finish

book and am waitingfor

publisherto pickitup. Writing

is very lonelyprocedure.

You're allbyyourself.worked

hard to pare down the words

my children'sbooks have only

about 500 words. Within that,

have to have beginning,

middle and an end, and some-

where surprise.When you're

limitedto mostlyverbs and

nouns, it'snot easy.

Controversial? Nothing,

except maybe that snails are

not kosher, althoughwe

don't getanywhereclose to

food in the books. There's

reallyonlyone 'food' scene,

bigFridaynightdinner, but

the onlyfood mentioned is

grandma's soup

Most exotic

thingBerale the

Snail has done?

Delivered mail.The

postman isilland

the postmistress

wants someone to

delivermail, and

onlyBerale volun-

teers. But how can

snaildelivermail? Of course

he'sway behind everyone else,

with pileof mail on his back

that would challengean

Egyptianslave.He gets

depressedbut then, clever

littlesnailthat he is,he comes

up with greatsolution.

Perks? write in Hebrew, so

the perkfor me, as compared

to Israeliauthors who write

in English,is that peoplein

Israelknow my name and

my books. Writingfor an

overseas market isn'tnearly

as much fun.

Do you publishonly in

Israel? No, my books sell

very well all over the world

in kindergartensand Jewish

day schools. wrote

young-adultnovel about

Palestinian terrorist that won

lot of prizesand has been

translated into English,

French and German

Who buys?Parents, teachers,

the Beralebooks are hitwith

specialeducation because the

snailhas limitations he'sslow,

shy,not sure of himself.But

when he overcomes, it's

empowering.Itassures the

child that he, too, can over-

come difficulties.

Ifnot this? I'dbe doingthis.

But really,liketo work, I'd

work at anything.I'dlove to

work in bookstore.

As kid, what did you want

to be? writer or per-

former.The page isthe stage.

Biggestaccomplishment?

Appearingin an Israelicross-

word puzzle:36 down was

"Pnina Kass's snail." The

onlyother name in the puz-

zle was Albert Camus. bet

more peopleknew my snail's

name than his.

Messageto would-be

authors: Everyone thinks it's

easy,but it'snot. Writingchil-

dren's books iscomparableto

writinghaiku poetry.You have

to have confidence in yourself,

to know whether it'sgoodor

not. Then you have to have

the persistenceto do itagain.

And again


